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Origin of Parents.—Table 10 gives the number and percentage of births 
during 1929, distributed by the principal origins. 

10.—Number and Percentage of Births (Exclusive of Stillbirths) in Canada to Fathers 
and Mothers of Specified Origins, 1929. 

Origin of Parents. 
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Totals 335,415 335,415 172,8732 1(10 0 100-0 734 s 335,415 335,415 172,8732 1(10 0 100-0 

iLess than one-tenth of one per cent. 2This figure gives the number of children whose fathers and 
mothers have the same origin. The difference between this figure (172,873) and the total number of births 
(235,415) represents the number of children (62,542) whose fathers and mothers are of different origins. 
3This excludes the percentage (26 • 6) of mixed parentage, i.e., where the parents were not of the same origin. 
4Including Galician and Bukovinian. 

Illegitimacy.—-The ratio of illegitimate to total births is, generally speaking, 
low in Canada as compared with other countries. 

Out of 235,415 living births in the nine provinces of Canada in 1929, 7,516, or 3-2 
p .c , were returned as the issue of unmarried mothers. Figures for 1930 show a 
total of 243,495 living births, of which 8,059, or 3-3 p.c, were returned as the issue 
of unmarried mothers. Out of this number 4,125 were males and 3,934 
females—a ratio of 1,049 males to every 1,000 females, as compared with 1,035 
males per 1,000 females, for 1929, and a general 1930 rate for all births of 1,052 
males to 1,000 females. The somewhat lower 1930 ratio of males to females 
among the issue of unmarried mothers, as compared with the issue of married 
mothers, is in contrast with the experience of most other countries, and even with 
our own records of earlier years. 


